I2O                              MAKERS   OF   DESTRUCTION

able situation which is now permitting her to break through
the ring that hemmed her in. A change has been made in a
policy that had proved up to now to be the right one and
had produced useful results.

"It has become usual to think in wide perspectives.
Successful political work, like all professional work, is
laborious detail work.**

Biilow continued that he could not enter into discussions
of plans of wide scope. But he did not presume for a moment
to play the part of an instructor. He felt, however,^ that it
was well to point out that too much must not be expected
from surprise changes in policy. Impulsive actions and eras
of conciliation had never yet produced the permanent
success hoped for. They had remained mere episodes. "The
German-Polish conflict is based on a natural conflict of
interests, as past history had shown. Both nations lay claim
largely to the same territories. Poland aspires to be the
controlling Great Power in Eastern Europe. Such dreams of
national greatness are not given up because of a few friendly
concessions from the chief rival/*

Bttlow went on to say that he had nothing against a
ddtente with Poland as a tactical expedient. But it was
impossible to say in advance how far we could get ahead by
means of it, and consequently we should not give up any
important positions of our own.

Our conversation continued for some time on this subject,
and I pointed out that Poland could not find a really
interested partner either in France or in Great Britain; thus
I could well imagine that a German-Polish alliance might
offer great advantages from Poland's point of view, even if it
entailed the sacrifice of some of her national aspirations,

"Don't misunderstand me," said Bttlow, "if I decline to
enter into speculations of this sort. There are various
political tendencies* that reappear time after time in the
history of a nation. I recommend you to study them. Other-
wise we run into the danger of falling victims to one-sided
conceptions that produce no less unhappy results than the
titopias of doctrinaire politicians/9

. On later occasions Btilow gave me ito more insight into his
real views than at this time. His rather mannered closeness